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Complete<l in 1906 at a tost of H5.600.00Q , S(*ars‘ huge West Sickr complex In Chicago would serve as the company's 
headquarters for the next 67 years 



Carting outbound shipments to express companies by wagon tn 1905. 


WEST SIDE PLANT 

With sales nearing S50 million annually, 
construction of a gigantic Sean* plant was 
begun on a 40 acre site at Homan and 
Anbington Streets in Chicago in January, 
1903 The main structure, called “The 
Works.*’ was considered the largest single 
building in the world devoted to merchan¬ 
dising. It was nine stories high and con' 
tained miles of conveyor belts, endless 
chains, moving sidewalks, gravity chutes, 
and an impressive system of pneumatic 
lubes to whisk paperwork to the various 
shipping departments. It was distinguished 
by the tail tower (housing a water tank) 
w hich would become a Chicago landmark 
and symbol of the company for decades to 
come. When finally completed In 1906. 
seven thousand employees worked in the 
big Sears mail-order “city" that had its own 
priming plant power house, dining halls, 
and landscaped parks. 
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THE SEARS U A" STORE 

I The automobile had given Americans the 
lobllity to shop where they pleased Hecog 
\ this. General Robert E Wood began 
ling the big Sears "A*' stores away from 
congested areas, where there was spat 
for plenty of free parking. The "A" stores 
juried nearly all the lines in the catalog. 
' plus had specialty departments Adeline* 
~ ttve symbol of the new Seam-built stores 
was the art deco tower above the front rool 
facade-tn the tradition of the original 1906 
—0hlcago main plant. These pictures show 
one of the earliest "A” Stores located In 



/•Vow and rear views of the new Sears Grand Ru*er 7T store in Detroit on O/Jening dag in 1930 Unpriced. but free, the big 
parking lot u*as a sensation with customers. At one end was a handy the and batten/ shop 
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